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7he Preface to this Eltveath Tar. ^ particular jlnfrver p/Mr.Ifaac 
Nevvcon to Mr. Linus hu Letter printed in Numb r 2 r, about m 
Experment rekthg to the New doctrine of Light and Colours. 
Extracts of three Letters of Signer CaiTini, containing hujcnii- 
ment of Mr. Flamfted \j account of the UJi Eclipfe oj the Moon: <u 
alfo hit own Obfervations of that phenomenon i and likeveife an ct- 
ferved Occultation of a Eixt Star by the Moon, Mr. FlamltcciV 
Jnfrver to the former three Letters , together with jome Celefital 
Obfervations made by the fame, ^n Account of Jcme Books : 
h /iKCBlMEDES JRENJRIUS, cum Notii & Verfione 
D. Johannis Wall is, SS.lh. D. &c. 1 1. Obfervattones Medicx 
circa MORBORUM JCUtORUM HlSlORUM & CU- 
RAtlONEM.Auth Thoma Sydenham M.l). II L De CON- 
SENSU VEI. & NOV<^, FHlLOSOJPHIe^ Libri 4 , 
y1uth.].B.duUzmt\..&c. IV. Of EDUCATION, ejpecialiy of 
Toung Gentlemen,&c, V. BATHONENSIUM & J^UIS- 
GRANENSIUM THERMARUM Comparatio , varm ad- 
JHnctisiUupatakK.V. VJ. VIRETUM BRlTJlNNlCU^l , 
or aTreatiJeof Cider ^ andjuch other Wines and Drinks , as are 
extra^ed from all manner of Eruits growing in this Kingdom \ 
■with a Method of propagating all forts of Vinous Eruittrees,(^c, 



The Preface. 

IN this Preface to my Eleventh Volume, which, under the Divine 
favour., I now begin, I Jhall only take notice of what feems to be 
mofl deficient., or mojl of all to retard the general growth of Phyjiok' 
gical knowledge. 
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yi»d, I think, I may fay , that a Natural HifVnry of Counines w 
mofl xvarjtm^ ; vehkh, if well drawn, would afford m a copious view. 
and a delightful proffeSt of the great vxrtety of Soyls, Fauntaim, Ri- 
vers, Lakes, kc in the feveral jUces of this globe \ and of the mam- 
fold iffccli.frodiicl'ions and oferationsof the Sun, andferhaps of other 
Ccijtid influences, upon them ali ', or of Suhterraned fleams, orpe- 
culiiT Winds, arijing atjlate or uncertain times. 

To exjfUm my intentions, I would not here deny the praifesjujhj 
due tommy Ancient and Modern Geographers, topographers, tlyiro- 
gravhers drc. and particularly to fome late Travellers, who have made 
m'jre accurate and faithful reports of the Countries where they hive 
travelled, and more efpectally where they have made fome abode, than 
formerly w.a done, /ind feveral of thefe have diligently recorded,what 
confiderable alterations have been made mfime places by laterCulture: 
JSfeither can we fubducl from the applaufes of thafe Learned and In- 
aiiifltive Writers, who have fearched deep into the Antiquities and 
Revolutions, which have hapned in the places they undertook to de- 
fcribe : And we mufi acknowledg man^ excellent, ingenioM and truly 
Phiiofophira': liiftories of the Architecture, and grandeur, and fit- 
tuition of Royal and Kohle Palaces, Cities, Uttadels, Fortifications, 
Towns, Bridges, Rivers, fertil Vales,Rocks and Mountains. But fome 
of thefe have a Confiieratton a pari from Fhyfiohgy, and do rather he- 
/;;>« to Arts and Artifices : And fome Writers are more concern d for 
RAiegyncks of the amxmti'-S of the place, than will we'd (ort with the 
iruii and modefi relations of their Nef^hboun : As, when we rend the 
beainning of the Ingenious Barclay V Eiiphorniio , we are invited to 
prefer Scotland before any Paradije on tarth ; which yet I do n$t 
blame or cenfure in that noble Romance: hut in our defigned h^iv.icl 
Hi fi or V We have more need of fever e, full and punctual Truth. ^ than 
if Romances or Fanegy ricks. 

jind it may deferve another Confideratiou apart, , to record the 
J^lagues, hpidemical Difeafes, Droughts and exceffive or permanent 
Heats, extream or lafling Frofis, Famins, impetuous Storms, and In- 
undations, devouring fwarms of Grajhoppers and Locufis ( of diver: 
kinds of both which the famous Purchas in hu excellent Treattfeof 
Fiying Infcds, ch.3 1. hath an Hiflortcal Colle£iton,) and other an- 
noyances of Mankind: Whether beginning and endim^ in one place, 
And of what continuauce ,- as the Horfe'flague in our frfb memory 
tontlnmd About feven years in England, And the plague of A l-fns 
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tfandredfaft and made cruel Jlaughters of Mankind^ and »f Birds and 
Beafis aljb: Andin the dates of Gallus and VoJufianns , about the 
year z^o^ for fifteen years together ^the I^Ugmivandred from iEthio- 
pia over all the remote provinces ; of vphtch Li pHus faith. Nee alia 
unquammajor luesmihi Uda, fpatio Temporum, five Terrariui!. 
Sometimes thefi annoyances do coajl it from place to pkce ; jometimes 
they rage at great dijtance of time and piace, and fometimes (contrary 
to old rules and common expe Nations ,') horrid Winters are nearer the 
South, when in the more Northern Countries the t'roflsare remifs, or 
the Air gentle \ and, on the contrary ^ deflroying lie At s and Droughts 
are in colder Climats, when they have more Refrigerating feafons in 
the Sunny Climats ; as in 06ob An. i H2 in Eng and, the Thames, 
Stvern and'Trctti were quite dried ■■, and !K.a.J /^j ^, many Woods and 
Forrejs were fired With Solar heat , and the Danube in Hungary /(> 
near driidup, th.i*, mef?pa(fedover on foot. Jhefe 
injlances Jeetn to confirm thofe Authors*, who * See mmb 119. of 
maintain^ ihat Fountains ind}\ivers have their '"'''■ "^^ *' 
Originals JromF.am am Snow. Thefe ftw particulars of many hun- 
dreds I fuggeji on pmpofs, tpfijew. How much Mankind ts concerned^ 
and Nature dtfcover'd, byfuch Hi/iorical Collections , perhapi in time 
to find out the cauj'es of fome of thefe annoyances, and poffihly to pre- 
vent them, or to devife remedies as Epidemically prefervative, its the 
maladie s are Epidemically deflru Hive. Of thu kind of Literature I 
do not complatn as neglected. Many excellent and indufiriotts ( hrono- 
logers have taken much pains in it. Alftedius from thofe, who wrote 
before him, drew down his Tables to the year 1630: And our]zc k fon 
re- examined all that laboured in it before his daies ; and 'tis believed, 
that he had good aff fiance from the Learned Bifhop of 'vVinch iter 
jDr. Andrews. And we are not without hopes, that as Learning 
grows on,the befi Antiquaries will continue to correct and advance the 
Emendation of Times, wiihafpecial afpeci into Nature, Concomi- 
tants, and Circumfiances ; which maj be obtained , at good certainty, 
for many foregoing Ages, And for Celefiial Revolutions, to the highefi 
fame, the Tables may be recalculatedfor the fuUefi fatisfaition Afiro- 
nomically. 

The lafl Confide rat ion, which Ifhall here mention, afpires to a very 
high flight of human Reafon, as merely human , and Searches into one 
of the great eft depths of Nature, making the fullefi difcovery of Man- 
kind, as ManistheMicrocofme, andDivinx particula aurs; namely 
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to eoUelf A»d digefi in one jeries, md to bring a^ into Methodicd IV 
Umes, or mder one view, thejbapes, features, /tatures, md al/ outward 
appearances, and alfo the intrinfick mentals or intelleifuals of Man- 
kind. Of this ^the Utter p Art, concerning the Humors and propenjions 
of the mind, is very elegantly and well done by the forenamed Barclay 
in his i con Animorutii , aifar at they were in his view , in the chief 
places of Europe, or as far as it agreed with his modejly to deliver a free 
and impartial judgment. Jndfor thispurpofe, there are many fit par- 
cels extracted out of the more ancient Htfioriographers by job. Boc- 
mas Aubanus , publifbt about Go years ago ; The fmall Treatife is en- 
tituled. Mores, Leges, Ritus omnium Gentium. Tor externals ^ 
Lgon ]heyvs his excellent capacities and skill in painting, by defcribing 
the different jhapes and features of Indians and Negros, p. 5 4. of his 
Ba r bados. The external difference feems eafyfor vulgar obfervation] 
the intrinfecals were tntricAte: Tet, without great fubtlety , we may 
difcern a vaji dfference between the neighbour Nations of France, 
Spain, Italy, and Ctxn\zv\y \ yea, between the People of the Eaffand 
]¥efl. North and South in England . Now I conceive^ there is as 
much dfference between theje characters , heaped up together promi' 
fcuoufly, and when they are firted to their proper Climats , by longi- 
tudes and latitudes, for the detection of the nature of this ^JMafler- 
pece , as the fair efi , richejl, and bejl order d Gardens and Orchards 
are more beneficial, more beautifull, and give a more [olid delight, than 
apaimed Landskip of Bifcaye, or fome wild Grotefco. Tet this Ipro- 
pofe alfo as a work af art for myprefent aim ; but worthy of more fup- 
plyes , and future diligence , as knowledg advaneeth. Sueton. hatb 
drawn to life both the Portraitures and Infides of the X'J I Csfars; 
and others have ejfayd the like for the Princes, Eminent Perfons,and 
Peoples of feveral Nations ; fo that we want not good Exemplars for 
the encouragement of this work. 

After thefe ackliowled^ments of thejufl merit ofthofe excellent Au' 
th$rs, who have recoveredthe culture and improvements of their Coun- 
treys, or the artificial ornaments, Architectures And Ingenios C fuch as 
may be referr'd to the Cabinets , copper Cuts and Engravery ofiMo»' 
fieur De Marol les,<«f be is celebrated in Mr. Evelyn'/ elaborat Chalco^ 
graphy P' r 5 5 > 1 3 6.) and of thofe indufirious Regifters of the extra- 
ordinary occurrences in all ^ges, which cannot be explicated for Phyfio- 
logical ufes, but only by the Methods and Extralts of Chronology ; and 
la (ily of thofe curious an^ argute Hifiorians that have iUufirated the 
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ehara^eys of (i!Ma»kmd under [ever al Vefcripttom, mmmy Nations 
ant lent and modern: If I may novp have leave to clear my prefent fenfi 
freely by tnflances^ Ihumhly conceive , that we may fee more of the na- 
ture of the places in the learned Defcriftions of many parts oj Ame- 
rica, and of fame Gountreys remote, and thinly inhabited in the North ^ 
than in the Geography of our mofl richly cultivated and polite Neiph- 
hourhoodof¥i'dacc, Ira'y, Spain, Germany, &c. (excepting alveays the 
culture, improvement ^ and artificial ornaments of thofe lafi nantd pla- 
ces:) where yet there ts no [mall number of able and curious Natura- 
lifts ^ and who have advanced far in defer ibing many of the mofl conji- 
derable farts and product ions of Nature; but have not hitherto reduced 
the whole (^ unmix dprocefs of Nature into a comfleat body ^either an- 
[werable to our modern pro^refs in difeovtri^g other I'hyfiolooycal Phe- 
nomena, or to the infit uctionsfor fuch a Natural liiflory of Cvuntrcys^ 
as was timely given in N iaiib. i r . ofthcfe Trails. Neither have we 
yet received fatisfa^t or J anfwerstojome of the Inquiries publfht m our 
foregoing Volumes, which were intended to flicit a confirmation (after a 
fever e examen) of fuch particulars as might fe cm to «? (lrange,but were 
reported by Authors of good note. 

Inpurfuitofthis defignfor England, a Learn' d Doctor hath laid & 
good foundation in his I'inax , abbreviated Num. 20. Another worthy 
F erf on hath welLexamin'd.what Vegetables are native here or in the 
Iflands about us, and recorded where they may be found. Several accomtts 
are taken of the Mineral or Healing- tountaim of note arnon,)(l us, and 
more of late difcover'd than formerly obferv'd. And cflA i nr^ there are 
good Authors abroad. /Ind from Comv;^] we are told of the Shelf er 
Faft-grouncis, which they conceive to have nevtr been mov'd , how it 
differs from the moveable or mov^d parts of Earth Nnuib. 69 . And i$ 
were to be wtjhdyhat in all Mines and where ever deep wells are dig- 
ged, notice were taken, m what order theftveral kinds of Earthy loam^ 
fand, gravel, &c. do lye. For Infefts, fome have out- gone (by parcels] 
the accuratnefs of Muffer, and former Authors. And for Fifins that 
may be found in our hakes and River s,we fee a fuller catalogue than we 
could expect^ inthe r^th Part ^/^^^ Gentleman's Recreation. Andin 
jMufFet's Healths Improvemenr, we have an elder Itjl of the fame., and 
of fuch Ftfh as may be taken in our Creeks and Seas., and how both ^ forts 
may be beji order'd (or our C ngli fli diet. And the obfervations on the 
Bills of Births and Morrality are of manifold ufe in relation to life, 
md health i and our epidemical infirmities , and alfo to cur Politicals. 

Am 
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jindMr. Boyle difcove/d andpubltjhed the ufeof the Barofcopc, io 
remtirk the vpeight of the\i\\v:XpYs::ct and the changes of that tpehht 
in hisJirJi'trcAtife of I'neumatuals an. r6'':^ (h^t theMcrcwy aj- 
cendsd in England (o ■^o tnches. and above\ , hxper. i -j'^ ; that tt 
ehmged within five weeks to full two inches, hxp i Z't>',andthe changes, 
in reference to heat., coU.^ tvind, weather , and other alterations of the 
air^ or whatever jeer etcircumjiances^ have' Urn remarked at London, 
Oxford , far in the We(l and othir farts of Eng'and , thefe i c years 
andvfwards. the W'eel- Barometer perfechd,Hum. i ^. Jmther Sta- 
tical Barofcope accuratly devifed, N. 14. Jnd manji other Infiru' 
ments con: rived and Materials prepared, which may make a deeper 
andclofer difcovery of the nature of a Place, than hath forme ily 
been ohflrv d. And hcfides what is done asprcptrfor this Ifland, there 
was hepunhy Dr. Ger. uoditc, and ^ublifht an. i 52. Ireland's Natu- 
ral Hiftcjry, which if the Anther had lived tofinifb ., had been much 
fuller --i and'tis hoped that others will foon give it a larger meaiiirr of 
perfcBion. So that, though we are in this addrefs fomcwhat tardy .^ 
yet, I think, we are not much behind our neighbour:. And jome have alfo 
made confide ruble refe arches which extend far beyond thefe our Cli' 
mats. But I mufl forbear. If I am prolix here, it may be confidered., 
that this is a pregnant part of our main bufinefs in I'hyjiology \ and it 
miy he interpreted for a good proof of no monopolizing envy of us., in 
that we are willing to provoke our Neighbors to excel us in thinis that 
are truly good and excellent. 

Jpart,xular Anfwer of Mr. Ifaak \^tviionto Mr. Linus his Letter^ 
pr'tntedin Nuiiib i 2 r. p.4^9. about an Experiment relatingto the 
New DoSlrine of Light and Colours: This Anjwer [ent from Cam- 
hridge in a Letter to the Fublijher Febr. 29. 467^-. 



Sir , 



¥]> Y readii.g Mr. Linm's Letter when you fliCi'/d it to me at Lon' 
J don,\ retained only a genera! remenibrance,that Mr. Linmdt- 



_ J don,\ retained only a gent 
ny'd whatl affirmed.and f> could lately fay nothing in particular to 
it; but having the opportunity to read it again in iV»/»j^. i2f. of 
tYitfranfaciions, I perceive he would perfvvade you, tliat the in- 
formation you gave him about the Experiment is as inconfiftent 
with njy printed Letters as with experience; and therefore, left 
any who have not read thofe Letters fliould take my filence in this 
point for an aclcnowledgmenc , I thought it not amifsj to fend you 
f.inething in anfwer to this aifo-, 

He 



